
 
October 28, 2019 

  

Chairman Bobby Scott                                               Ranking Member Virginia Foxx 

House Education and Labor Committee                        House Education and Labor Committee 

Washington, DC 20515                                                Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Scott and Ranking Member Foxx:  

The Education Task Force of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) is pleased to see the 

introduction of the College Affordability Act (H.R. 4674), a comprehensive reauthorization of the Higher 

Education Act (HEA), that includes many of the recommendations previously made to the Committee by 

CCD. Our goal, which we hope you share, is to increase the number of students with disabilities able to 

matriculate and be successful in college or universities.  

The College Affordability Act would significantly promote and expand access to postsecondary education 

for students with disabilities, including students with intellectual disabilities and support states as they 

seek to build a competent workforce of teachers, school leaders and other educators prepared to instruct 

diverse learners. CCD specifically thanks you for provisions that: 

● Maintain and strengthen Title II by requiring  teacher, principal and school leader, and other 

educator preparation programs to prepare all participants to teach students with disabilities so that 

they can achieve challenging state standards. Educators are also required to be prepared to provide 

high-quality professional development including the use of multi-tiered systems of support and 

universal design for learning and other evidence-based practices;  

● Expand the definition of educator to include teacher, principal or other school leader, specialized 

instructional support personnel, or other staff member who provides or directly supports instruction 

and creates access to financial support in order to pursue a public service career; 

● Continue the TEACH grants to attract and retain prospective teachers into teacher education 

programs in high need fields, including special education; 

● Retain loan forgiveness programs used by teachers: The Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program, 

the Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program and the Loan Forgiveness for Service in Areas of National 

Need program; 

● Require colleges to accept a student’s formal documentation of disability from high school when 

seeking accommodations so students are not required to undergo new costly evaluation to re-prove 

existence of a disability; 

● Reauthorize and improve the Transition to Postsecondary Education Program for Students 

with Intellectual Disabilities which has allowed thousands of students with intellectual disabilities 

to acquire additional academic and independent living skills that will enhance their chances of 

obtaining competitive, integrated employment; 



● Promote training for faculty to deliver accessible instruction, including accommodations, 

effective transition practices, distance learning, and career pathway guidance; 

● Expand access to accessible technology, open education resources including print and digital 

educational materials that meet federally defined accessibility standards.  

● Reauthorize the Real-time Writers grant that provides training for closed captioning services; and 

● Improve access to information about postsecondary accommodations and services at institutions of 

higher education so that students and their families will know the types of support services offered. 

As the Committee continues its work, we encourage you to consider changes that CCD believes will 

further strengthen the bill’s capacity to support the recruitment of teachers to high needs fields including 

special education, to help educators be fully ready to teach diverse learners and to ensure students and 

their families have access to the information they need to select a school suited to their goals. In that 

vein, we recommend the following: 

● Reconsider changes made to the student eligibility for TEACH grants. CCD supports the 

comprehensive recommendations and rationale provided by the Teacher Education Division, Council 

for Exceptional Children;  

● Revise the definition of “Profession Ready” (for both teachers and school leaders) to also include 

the requirement that candidates ‘demonstrate the ability to work with students with disabilities.’ This 

addition supports the expansive vision of the bill to assure that all educators receive the multi-faceted 

training in evidence-based practices that we know increase access to inclusive classrooms and 

support the learning needs of all learners; and 

● Require institutions of higher education to submit, as part of the data reported to the 

Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), enrollment data disaggregated by 

disability status, including identifying the percentage of  students by disability category (except 

where personally identifiable information may be included). 

As you are aware, most jobs now require some postsecondary education and the majority of new jobs in 

growing industries with high wages require, at a minimum, some postsecondary education. Given this, it 

is both timely and extraordinarily important to ensure that more students, including students with 

disabilities have the opportunity to access higher education. The College Affordability Act will help 

address some of the known barriers and creates important pathways to support students with disabilities, 

their families, and educational professionals.  

We appreciate the opportunity to work with you in this important endeavor.  

On behalf of the CCD Education Task Force, 

Annie Acosta, The Arc 

Laura Kaloi, Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, National Center for Special Education in 

Charter Schools 

Amanda Lowe, National Disability Rights Network 

Kim Musheno, Autism Society of America 

Meghan Whittaker, National Center for Learning Disabilities 
 

CCD, headquartered in Washington DC, is the largest coalition of national organizations working together to advocate for federal 

public policy that ensures the self-determination, independence, empowerment, integration and inclusion of children and adults with 

disabilities in all aspects of society. Since 1973, CCD has advocated on behalf of people of all ages with physical and mental 

disabilities and their families. CCD has worked to achieve federal legislation and regulations that assure that the 54 million children 

and adults with disabilities are fully integrated into society. 
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